
Polyacrylamide Hydrogels for the 
Water Management in Agricultural 

Soils
Marcelo Hilario Figueira Garcia* and Eloi Elias do Prado
Sell Agro, Research and Development, Brazil

Crimson Publishers
Wings to the Research

Mini Review

*Corresponding author: Marcelo Hilario 
Figueira Garcia, Sell Agro, Research and 
Development, Rondonópolis-MT, Brazil

Submission:  June 27, 2024
Published:  July 05, 2024

Volume 20 - Issue 2

How to cite this article: Marcelo Hilario 
Figueira Garcia* and Eloi Elias do Prado. 
Polyacrylamide Hydrogels for the Water 
Management in Agricultural Soils. Res Dev 
Material Sci. 20(2). RDMS. 000984. 2024.
DOI: 10.31031/RDMS.2024.20.000984

Copyright@ Marcelo Hilario Figueira 
Garcia, This article is distributed under 
the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License, 
which permits unrestricted use and 
redistribution provided that the original 
author and source are credited.

ISSN: 2576-8840

Research & Development in Material science

Introduction
Polyacrylamide (PAM) has emerged as a highly effective superabsorbent polymer 

(SAP) in agricultural applications, particularly in arid and semi-arid regions. Its capacity to 
enhance soil water retention and improve soil physical properties makes it invaluable for 
sustainable agriculture. Studies have shown that PAM-based hydrogels can increase water 
holding capacity (WHC) and water retention (WR) in soils, which is crucial for reducing 
water consumption in irrigation practices [1,2]. This article aims to review the significant 
advancements in PAM-based hydrogels for agricultural applications and their potential to 
address water management challenges, soil degradation, and crop yield improvement.

Enhancing soil water retention and hydro physical properties

PAM-based hydrogels have been extensively studied for their ability to improve soil water 
retention. These hydrogels can absorb and retain large quantities of water relative to their 
mass, which is essential for enhancing the water holding capacity of soils in arid regions. 
Studies have shown that the incorporation of PAM into soil significantly increases the available 
water content and improves aggregate stability, which are critical factors in maintaining soil 
structure and function [2,3].

Mechanisms of water retention

The mechanism by which PAM enhances soil water retention involves the formation of a 
gel-like structure within the soil that holds water and prevents it from draining away. This gel 
structure is created by the cross-linking of polymer chains, which increases the soil’s ability to 
retain moisture. Additionally, PAM improves the soil’s hydrophysical properties by reducing 
soil sorptivity and enhancing water infiltration, which is particularly beneficial in sandy loam 
soils [4].
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Reducing water consumption in irrigation practices
One of the primary benefits of using PAM-based super 

absorbents in agriculture is their potential to reduce water 
consumption. In arid and semi-arid regions, where water resources 
are scarce, the ability to conserve water is crucial. PAM hydrogels 
can significantly reduce the amount of water needed for irrigation 
by increasing the soil’s water holding capacity and reducing water 
loss through evaporation [5].

Improving soil quality and crop growth
The incorporation of PAM into soils has been found to improve 

several hydro physical variables, such as available water content 
and aggregate stability, thereby enhancing plant biomass and soil 
quality [1]. By enhancing soil structure and function, PAM promotes 
better crop growth and improves soil fertility. Additionally, PAM has 
been shown to inhibit soil salinity, which is a common issue in arid 
regions, thus promoting better crop growth and soil fertility [5].

Synthesis and characterization of PAM-based super 
absorbents

Polymerization techniques: The synthesis of PAM-based SAPs 
involves various polymerization techniques. Traditional methods 
include solution polymerization, inverse emulsion polymerization, 
and cross-linking copolymerization, each with specific advantages 
and limitations. These methods allow for the control of polymer 
properties by adjusting variables such as monomer composition, 
crosslinker type, and initiator concentration [3].

Advanced synthesis methods: Advanced synthesis methods, 
such as gamma irradiation and thermal treatment, have been 
employed to enhance the water absorbance and stability of PAM 
hydrogels. These techniques improve the network structure of the 
hydrogels, resulting in materials with superior water retention 
properties and increased durability [6].

Comparative performance of PAM and other polymers

A.	 Sodium Carboxymethylcellulose (CMC)

While sodium carboxymethylcellulose (CMC) is another 
commonly used polymer in soil amendment, PAM has been found to 
offer superior performance in several aspects. PAM is particularly 
noted for its effectiveness in reducing soil sorptivity and enhancing 
water infiltration characteristics in sandy loam soils, where 
traditional polymers like CMC may not perform as well [7].

Innovations in PAM Formulations
Inclusion of ZnO nanoparticles: Recent innovations in PAM 

formulations include the incorporation of ZnO nanoparticles, which 
have been shown to significantly improve the absorbency under 
load (AUL) and overall swelling properties of the hydrogels. These 
enhancements make PAM a versatile tool for modern agriculture, 
capable of providing superior water retention even under 
challenging environmental conditions [8].

Use of polyamine modifiers: Another significant development 
is the use of polyamine modifiers to improve the performance of 
PAM hydrogels. Polyamines can enhance the cross-linking density 

and mechanical strength of the hydrogels, resulting in improved 
water retention and stability. This modification has shown 
promising results in increasing the effectiveness of PAM in various 
agricultural applications [9].

Environmental impact and sustainability

Biodegradability and environmental concerns: Despite its 
benefits, the environmental impact of PAM remains a concern. As 
a synthetic polymer, PAM does not biodegrade easily, leading to 
potential accumulation in soils and ecosystems. Research is ongoing 
to develop biodegradable alternatives that offer similar benefits 
without the environmental risks. These alternatives include bio-
based super absorbents that can break down naturally in the soil, 
reducing the long-term impact on the environment [4].

Sustainable agriculture practices

The use of PAM in agriculture supports sustainable development 
by promoting more efficient use of water and improving soil 
health. By reducing the need for frequent irrigation and enhancing 
soil fertility, PAM helps to minimize the environmental impact of 
agricultural practices and supports the long-term sustainability of 
farming operations [10].

Case studies and practical applications

Field trials and real-world applications: Field trials have 
demonstrated the effectiveness of PAM-based hydrogels in various 
agricultural settings. For instance, in arid regions of Africa and the 
Middle East, PAM has been successfully used to reduce irrigation 
requirements and increase crop yields [5]. These trials highlight 
the potential of PAM to support sustainable agriculture practices in 
water-scarce regions [10].

Comparison with traditional irrigation techniques: 
Comparative studies have shown that PAM-based super absorbents 
can significantly outperform traditional irrigation techniques. 
Traditional methods often result in significant water loss through 
runoff and evaporation, whereas PAM-based solutions enhance 
water infiltration and retention, leading to more efficient use of 
water and improved crop productivity [2,3,5].

Future directions

Research and development: Future research will focus on 
further enhancing the performance of PAM-based super absorbents 
and developing new formulations that are more environmentally 
friendly. This includes the exploration of biodegradable polymers 
and the integration of multifunctional components to create 
hydrogels that offer additional benefits, such as nutrient delivery 
and pest resistance [8].

Policy and implementation: Policymakers and agricultural 
stakeholders will play a crucial role in promoting the adoption 
of PAM-based solutions and ensuring their integration into 
sustainable agricultural practices. Efforts to raise awareness and 
provide support for the use of PAM in agriculture will be essential 
for maximizing its benefits and addressing water management 
challenges [2].



2376

Res Dev Material Sci       Copyright © Marcelo Hilario Figueira Garcia

RDMS.000984. 20(2).2024

Conclusion
Polyacrylamide (PAM) has demonstrated significant potential 

as a superabsorbent polymer in agricultural applications, 
particularly in arid and semi-arid regions. Its ability to enhance 
soil water retention, improve soil physical properties, and reduce 
water consumption makes it a valuable tool for sustainable 
agriculture. Advances in the synthesis and application of PAM-
based hydrogels, as well as innovations in their formulation, have 
further increased their effectiveness. Despite environmental 
concerns, ongoing research and the development of biodegradable 
alternatives promise a sustainable future for PAM in agriculture. By 
addressing water management challenges and improving soil and 
crop productivity, PAM offers a promising solution for the future of 
sustainable agriculture.
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