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This is a brief review on the Third Ventricle’s Chordoid Gliomas and their pathogenesis. 
Chordoid gliomas of the third ventricle are histologically characterized by chordoma-like 
features. These rare tumors can be seen mostly in the adult patients group specifically in 
the women population. These solid tumors are well-circumscribed which are adhered to 
the wall of the third ventricle [1]. Their location is in the anterior part of the third ventricle. 
These glioma tumors may be extended to reach the suprasellar region. Also, they may cause 
a hydrocephalus which is obstructive in nature. Regarding differential diagnosis for chordoid 
glioma, chordoid meningioma and chordoma should be of notice [2].

Chordomas contain physaliphorous cells. They also stain positive for cytokeratins. CD34 
and lack of immunoreactivity for Glial fibrillary acidic protein, can also be seen in these tumors. 
These findings differentiate chordomas from gliomas [3]. Chordoid meningiomas show some 
meningeal features like psammoma bodies and whorl formation. Also, cordoid meningiomas 
are negative for CD34 and Glial fibrillary acidic protein and positive for Epithelial membrane 
antigen [4]. These characteristics differentiate chordoid meningiomas from chordoid gliomas. 
Chordoid gliomas are different from common glioma and meningioma types. They do not 
have chromosal imbalances. Also, there are not any CDK4, TP53, EGFR, MDM2 and CDKN2A 
genetic alterations in chordoid gliomas [5].

Positivity for vimentin, CD34 and Glial fibrillary acidic protein can also be seen in the 
chordoid glioma tumors. Different expressions of cytokeratines, S-100 and Epithelial 
membrane antigen can be seen in chordoid gliomas. Lack of P53 nuclear accumulation can 
be seen in such tumors either. The MIB1 index is less than five percent and the synaptophysin 
is negative in the immunohistochemical profile of the chordoid gliomas [6]. The lympho-
plasmacellular infiltrations, are regular features of chordoid gliomas. There is no sign of 
anaplasia and there is a low amount of mitotic activity in such tumors. Reactive astrogliosis 
usually with Rosenthal fibers can be seen in these tumors which are demarcated from the 
brain tissue around them [7]. 
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Abstract

Chordoid gliomas are low grade tumors which are most commonly seen in women and in the adult popu-
lation. Clinical signs and symptoms of these tumors are mostly related to hydrocephalus which is obstruc-
tive in nature. Headache, nausea, visual disturbances, imbalances in the endocrine system and autonomic 
dysfunction can be seen in these tumors. MRI with contrast is the best diagnostic imaging method for 
such tumors. The best treatment method for such tumors would be complete surgical resection. In case 
of incomplete resection, the prognosis can be poorer in comparison with complete surgical resection. 
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